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Surgery News
We are very sorry to announce that after over 40 years working in the NHS,
Dr Sean O’Reilly our Senior Partner will be retiring from the Practice on the 
31 March 2026.  

Dr O’Reilly initially trained at The Royal Free in London and then worked in hospitals in both Hertfordshire and Essex.  

He was a trainee at Great Bentley surgery in 1999 with Dr Hunt and then worked as a Partner at Mersea Island Surgery until 2006. Dr O’Reilly then returned to Great Bentley Surgery as a Partner to take over from Dr Steiner and he became the Lead Trainer for prospective GPs.  During his time at Great Bentley he has trained over 30 GPs, some of whom are still working at the Practice today.  He also developed an interest in patients with learning disabilities and has known some of these patients longer than anyone else at the Surgery.

Dr O’Reilly is looking forward to his retirement and spending more time with his wife.  He also plans to spend more time watching live sport, particularly Colchester United and Arsenal football teams.

The whole team at Great Bentley will miss working with him and wish him a very happy and well deserved retirement.

Dementia Café
The next Great Bentley Dementia Café will be held on Monday, 23 March 2026 from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm at The Methodist Hall, Forge Lane, Great Bentley.  If you are a patient, carer or a family member, you are welcome to attend. 

AskmyGP Requests
We have noticed that we are receiving multiple requests on AskmyGP for either the same medical problem, or requests for the same medication.  This not only causes confusion but also additional work for our very busy Practice team.   Please remember that only urgent requests are dealt with within 24 hours.  For all routine requests and medication requests, you need to allow three working days for us to complete these for you.

Dogs being left tied up outside the Surgery
There have been a couple of occasions recently, where patients have left their dogs tied up by the entrance to the Surgery door whilst they are attending an appointment.  In order to ensure that dogs are kept safe and that patients who are frightened of dogs are not put off coming into the Surgery, could you please not bring your dog to the Surgery when you have an appointment. Your help with this is appreciated.

Patient Participation Group Meetings 
The next meeting of the Patient Participation Group will be held on Thursday, 
26 March 2026 at 6.30 pm at Great Bentley Village Hall in the Mitchell Room.  

Sue Mitson – Operations Manager
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